
 
 

San Joaquin County Community Health Needs Assessment 

Education 
There is an important relationship between education and health. People with limited education tend to 
have much higher rates of disease and disability, whereas people with more education are likely to live 
longer, practice healthy behaviors, and experience better health outcomes for themselves and their 
children.  In San Joaquin County, graduation rates are lower than the California state average, as is 
reading proficiency among third graders. Community members and key stakeholders highlighted 
education as an important health need and suggested strategies such as affordable preschool and 
culturally responsive education to improve outcomes. 

Key Data 

Indicators                                                                                             Community Feedback    

Third Grade Reading Level1 

Percentage of all public school students who scored 
proficient or advanced on the English Language Arts 

California Standards Test 
 

 
 
 
Percent of Population Age 25+ with  High School 
Diploma2

 

 

20.1% of Community 

Survey respondents report that a 
lack of education was a major 

social/economic concern in their 
community. 

 

 
 

Percent of Population Age 25+ with Associate 
Degree or Higher3 

 

“I feel education and ongoing 
support are the two most 

important tools a community can 
have for change.” 

– Interviewee 

Key Themes Expressed by Residents and Stakeholders 
Lack of quality education and workforce support 

- Need for better schools and more relevant courses  
- Lack of a skilled and educated workforce 

Note: California state average estimates are included for reference. Differences between San Joaquin County and California state 
estimates are not necessarily statistically significant. 
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San Joaquin County Community Health Needs Assessment 

Education (continued) 
Additional Data 

Early Childhood Education 

Preschool Enrollment 
% of children age 3-4 enrolled in Head Start, 
licensed child care, nurseries, Pre-K, 
registered child care, and other cares4 

38.6 | 47.8 
     San Joaquin               California 
 

Head Start Programs Rate 
Rate per 10,000 children under age 55  
 
 

10.1 | 6.3 
         San Joaquin           California 

 

English Language Learners  

English Performance among 
English Language Learners (Grade 
10) 
% of English language learners (grade 10) 
who passed the California High School Exit 
Exam in English Language Arts6 

33.0 | 38.0 
       San Joaquin             California 

Math Performance among English 
Language Learners (Grade 10) 
of English language learners (grade 10) who 
passed the California High School Exit Exam 
in Math7  

56.0 | 54.0 
       San Joaquin            California 

English Performance among 
English Language Learners (Grade 
K-12) 

% of English language learners (K-12) who 
met California English Language 
Development Test (CELDT) criteria for 
proficiency8 

38.0 | 39.0 
         San Joaquin         California 

Retention  

Expulsion 
Rate of expulsion per 100 enrolled K-12 public 
school students9 
 

0.2 | 0.1 
       San Joaquin          California 

Suspension 
Rate of suspension  per 100 enrolled K-12 
public school students10 
 

7.9 | 3.8 
       San Joaquin            California                       

 

Post-Secondary Education                

College Preparation 
% of students meeting UC or CSU course 
requirements11 
 

27.0 | 41.9 
       San Joaquin            California 

Postsecondary Enrollment in U.S. 
% of high school graduates enrolled in a 
postsecondary institution in the U.S. within 16 
months after graduation12 
 71.7 | 74.4 
    San Joaquin             California 

 

 

 



 
 

 

San Joaquin County Community Health Needs Assessment 

Education (continued) 
Salient Disparities 

High School Graduation13
 

% of students who graduate high school in 4 years 

80.3 | 81.0 
    San Joaquin             California 

Percent of Students in San Joaquin County who Graduate High School in 4 Years, 
 by Race/Ethnicity and Gender 
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San Joaquin County Community Health Needs Assessment 

Education (continued) 
Salient Disparities 

 Age 25+ With No High School Diploma by Geographic 
Area in San Joaquin County14

 

 

 
 
Percent with No High School Diploma 
  

 
 
The map displays geographic disparities in 
high school educational attainment across 
San Joaquin County. Areas where more 
than one in five residents do not have high 
school diploma include Lockeford, Lodi, 
areas of Stockton, Tracy, and the eastern 
area of the county.  
 
 

Percent of Adult Population with No High School Diploma in San Joaquin County by Race/Ethnicity
15
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San Joaquin County Community Health Needs Assessment 

Education (continued) 

Assets and Suggestions for Change 

Examples of Existing Community Assets†  

School Readiness Programs     

 

Youth Enrichment Programs     

 

School Districts  
    

 

Ideas from Focus Group and Interview Participants† 

- Provide multicultural education 
- Prepare students for the global workforce 
- Provide affordable preschool 
- Support tutoring and after-school programs 
- Host college preparation workshops 
- Partner with business and private sector to support appropriate educational training 

 
† Assets and recommendations excerpted from qualitative data and San Joaquin CHNA Core Planning Group. For a comprehensive list of 
county assets and resources, reference http://www.211sj.org/. 
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